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in my Eton career, when I was anxious that the
College choir should be robed in scarlet. I asked
Prince Henry, then a boy in the school, to find out if
His Majesty would have any objection. He wrote
to me in the holidays saying that the King approved,
but unfortunately referred to the change as one to
" red hassocks," which left me in some doubt as to
what royal sanction had in fact been secured. I
acted on the strength of this somewhat ambiguous
authorization.

It is curious that (I believe) the only two words
which the Anglo-Saxon language has contributed to
the service of the Church should be " hassock " and
" cassock ": the fact may be taken as evidence of our
practical sense, for they are two aids with which
worship can ill afford to dispense.

I must not break my rule by eulogizing my
Chapter, easy and pleasant though that task would
be. Canon Beeching, while still at Westminster,
issued a little poem entitled Instructions for the
Sunday Afternoon Preacher in Westminster Abbey,
printed in a form to suggest some practical advice.
After dealing inter alia with the creeds, and advising
the preacher to say

That the pleasing hymn which goes by Athanasius' name
Is a very (something) picture in a very (something) frame,

varying the epithets at his discretion, he arrives at
the last verse which carries the legend How that the
pleasure of preaching at Westminster is much en-